THE   EMPEROR'S   RETURN.

It was not the playhouses, hut the churches that
should have "been crowded, to pray for the dead, to
try to avert God's wrath which had fallen so heavily
on France.

The bad news had not yet arrived, but a vague
presentiment made every one uneasy. People said
that the wonders of Austerlitz could not be repeated,
and no one counted on the thunderbolts to which
Napoleon had accustomed the world. No change
was visible: officials and courtiers seemed to believe
the Emperor's fortune eternal: the Empress's face
was always calm; but, in spite of her inexperience,
the young sovereign was intelligent to detect the
gradual modification of public opinion even before
messengers came with the evil tidings.

Meanwhile, Napoleon in his latest bulletins had
made use of every euphemism to calm men's minds.
His 25th bulletin, dated October 25, and published
in the Moniteur of November 9, announced the evac-
uation of the City of the Czars in these terms : " The
Emperor left Moscow October 10. ... Moscow is
not a military position, Moscow has no longer any
political importance, inasmuch as this city is burned
and ruined for a hundred years. The Marshal of
Treviso remains there with a garrison. The weather
is very fine, like that in France in October, per-
haps a little warmer. But early in November cold
weather may be expected. Everything makes it
necessary to prepare for winter quarters. This h
necessary for the cavalry especially; the infantry